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A 

SERMON 

Preached before the Honourable the 

HOUSE of COMMONS, 

AT 

St. Margaret's Weftminfter^ 
On Friday the 14th of March 1760. 



J o B i. 5. 

Andit^aija, •wbmtbeda^s of their feafiin^fjoere gme 
ahuty that yobfint and fan£iijied them, and nfe up 
early tn the mornings and offered humt-offeringSt 
according to the number of them ail: for yobfatd^ it 
may be that my font have fmed, and curfed God in 
their hearts. 

TH E holy perfon, of whom this aft of re- 
ligion and his motives to it are recorded, 
was, at the time <rf performing it, in the 
height of temporal felicity, bleft with a numerous 
pixjgeny, revered for his wiiiiom and age, as well 

as 
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as for the high pre-eminence wliich he Iield in his 
country. God had " made an hedge about him, 
" and prospered the woi k of, his hands, and his 
" fubftaiicfe.st'as inireafcd in th^Jand." His fons 
had it fecms been " feafting in their houfes, every 
*' one his day." The father could not but rejoice 
in the harmony which fubfifted in his family, nor 
did lie difapprove thefe chearfiil expreflions of it, fo 
well fuited to the happy -ftate they were in, provided 
they werfe- cbndudted with innocence, and in the 
fear oF God. But he was apprehenfive, left in thofe 
fealoD^-of joyfutnefs, fpme adion might have efcaped 
them, injurious to their viitue, or offenfive to their 
"Malcei-. He llierefore " fent and fanftified then*, 
" and offered burnt-offerings," not only as an 
atonement which he thought due to God in expiation 
of the guilt they might a^ially have contra6ted, but 
as implying" an admonition to Them, to be always 
.on their guard againff the infidious approach of 
thofe vices, of wliich their proiperity might too 
cafily become tlie fource. . . i.»o-, \m-:. .. .. 



^iTH the fame provident and paternal care, 
■ptir'So\'ercign, evci^' intent on tlie public welfart, 
■and ftudrous to promote it by guarding no lels the 

religion and morals, than the temporal polTenions 
'of his people, hath fummoned all orders of his fub- 

jcfts to ptoftrate themfelves before God, and to offer. 
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even in thefe their days of gladncfs and triumph, an 
extraordinary facrifice of penitence and prayer: not 
intending hereby to leflen or reftrain the joy which 
they may juftly feel amidft the bleiUngs fo rcm^k- 
ably multiplied upon them, but to temper it with, 
thofe feafonablc allays of religion, which may con- 
tribute to augment, as well as w rendei' it more 
ftable and lailing. 

'^The " lan£Hfying of ^s and callihg of foJemn 
" af&mblies," is a prafticc which religious ftates in 
every age have had recourfe to, under tlie immediate 
fenfe of prefent, or the fear of impending, evils. 
But, all the difptnfations of God are evidenliy to be 
alike regarded by man in a fcrious and awful light: 
and moil of any, thofe of his diftinguiihed mercy 
and favour; than which none are more ealiiy, or 
can be more fatally, miiappUed and ill ufed. So 
that thefe exercifes of devout humility are not leis 
necefiar)', perhaps are of more extenfive ufe, in 
fealbns of public profperity, than even in thoie of 
diftrefs or danger. 

For the fiilier and more diilin£l illuftration of 
this Subje^, it fhall be my endeavour to fet fortli 

I. The hurtful confequences, both in refpecl to 
religion and morals, witli which uncommon national 

fucce(s 
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fiiccefs 18 apt to be accompanied. " It may be they 
*< have lumed, and curiied God in their hearts." 

II. T H E fitnefs and ules of pious humiliation to 
obviate or correal fuch pernicious efte£ls. " Ho 
" fent and fandlified them, and offered bumt- 
" offerings." To which I fiiall add, 

III. The tendency of the fame religious a^s, 
when duly improved, to procure the continuance 
and increafe of the divine favour. 

And Firft, The notion of " curfmg God in the 
** heart," need not be confined to that prccife figni- 
fication, which the words in their Utersd import ap- 
pear to convey. Difregard or negleft, unworthy 
fentiments, irreverent behaviour of any kind towards 
God, may be jultly comprehended under this c»« 
preflion. it 

I N many refpe6ls indeed, the religious principle* 
of a people, elate with extraordinary fuccefs, are in 
danger of being impaired : but that, to which our 
noricc may be chiefly confined, inafmuch as in pro- 
portion to its decay every other branch of religious 
duty muft fuffer with it, is, the lenfe of our depen- 
dence on the Supreme Being, 

At 
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At firft view, however, it may appeal' fcarcely 
conceivcable, that, while the operations of Divine 
Providence are remarkable and recent, a ftrong 
conviftion and due acknowledgment of them fliould, 
on our part, be wanting. The very fufpicion of fo 
criminal an indifference and inattention may pof- 
iibly be treated as an iniinuation not merely of our 
want of ptet)', but of underllanding. Yet, the 
chofcn people of God, it feems, were cautioned to 
beware, when their enemies (hould be delivered in- 
to their hands, and they be fettled in the fiiJI enjoy- 
ment of eafe and plenty, at that leafon of joy and 
thankfuhiels not to fuffer theii- hearts to be Uftod up, 
or to foi^t the Lord their Cod. Now, if They 
who had been conducted to glory and conqueft by 
an open difplay of miracles, could need this admo- 
nition, and even difregaid it after it was given, how 
much more reafonable muft this apprchenfion be, 
with regard to any otlier people, whofe blellings, 
though the fame in kind, and perhaps not inferior 
in degree, have not been conveyed in the iame won- 
derful and fupematural manner. 

The truth is, the danger of our fwer\*ing from 
the allegiance we owe to God, aiifes principally from 
this very circumftance. The method by which com- 
munities are at prefent fuppoited in the vindication 
of their rights is, vifibly at leaft, confined to the 
ordinaiy courfe and conftitution of things : and that 
B too 
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too in fuch a manner, that the caufe is never wholly 
difproportionate to the effeft. Hence iUccefs be- 
comes the apparent confequence, of bold yet well- 
concerted plans, of prudent but vigorous execution, 
of military and political talents, in thofe who are to 
adjuft and to conduct the important operations of 
war. Where the efficacy of thefe caufes is vifibk, ftiU 
more where it is eminently confpicuous, the fecret 
interpofition of providence is for the moft part either 
wholly unattended to, or but imperfeftly feen. This, 
indeed, is but too much the cafe in every circura- 
ftance and fitiiation of life. Even the prefilue of 
heavy calamities is in many inftances infufficient to 
bring men to the confideration of an almighty and 
invifible agent. But fuccefs, the parent of arrogance 
and the enemy of reafon, does in a more particular 
manner difpofc them to look no further tlian to fome 
imaginary national advantages, or at moft to the 
immediate human inftruments of their faiety, their 
profperity, their triumphs. Tiiefe, indeed, fliould 
never be forgotten. Gratitude, genuine warm and 
permanent gratitude, is undoubtedly then- right ; 
but ftill, while we exclude God from our thoughts, 
while we fuffer our acknowledgments to be diverted 
from the author and fource of thefe admired talents, 
who guides their exertion, and opens the way for 
their fuccefs : while we do this, how miferably do 
we fall Jbort of our duty, and how fatally do we 
turn the mercies of God into an occafiou of greater 
and more prefumptuous offences ? 

To 
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To apply this general reafoning to the preient 
flourifluHg and refpectablc ftate of oui- own country. 
How ready is the TuperficiaJ obfei'ver to account for 
this from our wealthy recruited as it were annually 
by an extenfive and profitable commerce -, horn our 
comparative fecurity as an ifland ; from that precious 
inheritance of naval power which our forefathers be- 
queathed to us i from our luperior ikill in maritime 
affairs ; fiom tlie numbers, the zeal, Che intrepidity 
of our countiymen ? 

■Our viclorieSj moreover, have been numerous, 
impoitant, uninterrupted : but do we not overlook 
the many vifUjle U'aces of Providence in the manner 
in which they were gained : in the defeat of for- 
midable armies by part only of an inferior force ; 
in the dintpation of them, with hardly a thought of 
refiftance : in the acquifition of places, heretofore 
attempted with lols and quitted with diigrace, but 
now eitlier dderted at our appi-oach, or furrendered 
by premature and unreafonable defpair : in the pre- 
fenration of oui' fleets, In unufual lladons, untried 
ieas, un&fe and tempeduous feafons : in tlie com- 
bination o( various circumfiances, which all con- 
tributed tiieir ihare firft to retard, and aftei-wards 
to defeat, the deiigns of our enemies againfl us; 
which, however, in a recent effort were indeed fuf- 
fered to fucceed, but in fuch a manner as only to 
involve them in fpeedier and more certain defhxic- 
B z tion. 
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tion. Surely tliefe are indications of the real, though 
invilible, concurrence of the Almighty ; but, at the 
fame time, if imobferved and unacknowledged on 
our part, muft remain as fo many lalling monu- 
ments of our fupine negleft and grofs ingratitude 
towards our heavenly Protestor. 

Many, however, who are not without a lively 
fenfe of the fuperintending power of God, may be 
led by national fuccefs into fentiments, unworthy of 
his nature, and unfuitable to the ftate of finful mor- 
tality. The plain tokens of his favourable interpo- 
fition, are oftentimes interpreted as evidences of his 
approbation. An opinion irreverent and unwar- 
rantable, were it only that it intrudes into the coun- 
cils, and pronounces upon the defigns, of provi- 
dence. But it is moreover arrogant, by fuppofmg 
defert in beings incapable of it, and impious, by af- 
cribing partiality to the equal Governor of the uni- 
verfe. Which prefumption is ufually ordained by 
God to carry its own puniftiment along with it, ei- 
ther by prompting men to rafli and ill advifed en- 
teiprizes, or, on the other haiid, by lulling them 
into a relaxation of their own endeavours, from a 
confidence that " God being with them," they have 
nothing to apprehend from the power, the cunning, 
or tlie relentment of their enemies. 

Yex 
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Yet this inftance of impiety is not fo frequently 
ften to prevail, nor indeed is it fo criminal in itfelf, 
s the prophanenefs of a different fett of men, taking 
'occafion from the profperous ftate of confcffedly fm- 
fiil naticMis, to draw inferences injurious and dif- 
honourable to God, as the moral ruler and righteous 
judge of mankind. If * " Ifrael hath not been for- 
*' faken, nor Judah of his God the Lord of Hofts^ 
*' though their land was filled with fin againft the 
*' Holy One of Ifrael," how forward is the fcofFer 
from fuch anraerited bleflings to conclude, that the 
vices of a commmiity have vifibly no efficacy to in- 
terrupt the courfe of the divine favour towards it ? 
Libertinifm has often attempted to avail itfelf of the 
fceming, but falfely pretended, beneficial effects of 
vice to ibciety, widi a view to foften in fomc degree 
its own horror and deformity. What a fatal advance 
would it be, were the dilHnguifhed happinefs of a 
corrupted people to be applied not only to ftrengthen 
this pernicious principle, but likewife to difcounte- 
nance the belief of God's moral adminiftration ? So 
monfixous a perverfion of his bleflings would indeed 
dire^Uy amount to the impiety and the guilt of 
** curfmg God in the heart." 

These reflexions will naturally lead us to the 
confideration of thofe confequences, refpefting the 
morals of a people, which a conftant and fteady 

gale 
• J«. U. 5. 
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gale of fuccefs feldom falls to produce. Indeed the 
veiy exemption from danger is not without its ill 
dFefts. Whatever ferious reflexions or pious relb- 
lations diltrefs may heretofore have fuggefted, the 
removal of it too often ihews, that moft of thefe 
were but momentary flaflies only, difappearing to- 
gether with the caufe which gave them birth. The 
bulk of a community have too many craving paf- 
iions, too many objects of pleafure and of intereft, 
to tread long in the lame ftrait path, or to keep thar 
purpofed amendment in view, when the preflure of 
public calamities no longer reminds them of the ne- 
ceflity of purfuii^ it. 

But in proportion as an advance is made to fre- 
quent and illuftrious fucccfles, tlieir influence upon 
moraUty becomes more and more dangerous. The 
chara<5ter of a nation, like that of an individual, is 
'iTCver perfcftiy known, till it is tried by fome unex- 
pected elevation. Adverfity is, for the time it laits, 
a conftant and watchful monitor. Evai a ftate of 
varied fortune is not without many prudential re- 
tftraints to clieck and reprei's tJie occafional emotions 
of arrogance, ftlfiflinefs, and caprice. It is only the 
funfliine of unfullied felicity, which calls forth and 
■gives free cxercife to thefc unamiable qualities, wiiich 
flialtes men inlbient in their conduft, unreafonaWe 
ih tiieir demands, ready to take fire at imaginary 
affionts ; but, on the otlicr hand, inattentive to 
2 proper 
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proper and juftiiiabU: claims, confident of their own. 
ftreiigth, and, upon that foundation only, regard- 
Ids of the love, the diiUke^ or cv«a the hatred of 
mankind. 

There arc yet other evib in the cafe of confe- 
derate nations, to be apprehended and guarded 
againft: thofe efpecially of ingratitude and iil faith, 
which often infinuatc tbcmielves into the minds, and 
appear in the behaviour, of men, upon any remark- 
able dilparity between their own fuccefs and that 
of their aUies. How natural is it upon thofe occa- 
lions for the vidorious nation, or certainly for the 
narrow-minded part of it, to forget the common 
ties of friendihip, and the common chances of war, 
to repine at the connexion they are engaged in, and 
to gradge the affiftance which Lt is found neceffaiy 
to give, in propoition as it Qiould jjeem to the aug- 
mentation of their own power, and the growing 
neceffities of their friends ? 

N E E D I after this, go on to enumerate tlie other 
various evils, of which fuccefs is obvjoufly and con- 
fefiedly the parent ? Need I iay, that wherever ava- 
rice and ambition refide, they are naturally heightened 
and inflamed, in proportion to the probabiUty there 
is of their being gratified ? That men are generally 
more intent upon appropriating and engroi&ng th« 
j|>oils of the vaiio^uiihed, than upon alleviating th«ir 

diOidsE 
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diftrefs ? That the author and giver of all viftoiy is 
lefs in their thoughts, than tlie advantages, whedicr 
pubhc or perlbnal, tliat may be drawn from it? 
That in Ihon, tlie repeated bleflings of providence 
are by moft men regarded, ratlier as a vi'arrant for 
gratifying their irregular defires in their full extent, 
than as the happy means of giving peace to man- 
kind, and of teaching all around tliem lefibns of 
jufticc, humamty, and moderation ? 

It will however be proper to obferve, that nei- 
ther the irrehgious nor the immoral behaviour here 
intimated, is to be underftood as the neceffary refult 
of national profperity ; nor as an effeO: which hath, 
in any great degree, been actually produced by it . 
amongft ourfclves; but only as a probable confe- 
quence, into which, without much circumfpedion 
and care, the unhappy frailty of our nature may 
fiiffer us to fall. And now, 



II. The beft prefervative againft either of thefe 
fatal mifapplications of our fuccefs, is, the right ufe 
of thefe facred cxercifes of humiliation, well fitted m 
themfelves to difix)le us both to think and to adl 
aright under the manifeftations of the divine favour. 
For what fcntiment is fo needful, and at the fame 
time fo likely to be entertained by us on this occa- 
fion, as that of a fettled refolution not to be lifted 
up by any temporary fucceffes, but to bear conftantly 
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in mind the ftate of weakneis and dependance we 
are placed in, and in all we expecV, delie, and fear, 
to take God alone for our refuge, and his raercJes 
for our fupport ? 

To enliven and to fix this irapreflion deep in oiir 
fouls, we need only recoUeii what we felt, and what 
wc feared, at that junfture when our prefumption on 
our own ftrength was at the hig^ieft, and received 
tlK fevereft mortification. At that time our naval 
power had been our glory and our boaft ; yet it not 
only difappointed our expeflations, but covered us 
with difgiacc. Our local advantage, as an iiland, 
had, till then, been thought a full fecuhty ; but how 
foon was our falfe confidence deftroyed ; and that, 
not by any aifhial attempt ag^ft us, but by the 
very menaces and defigns alone of our enemies? 
Still, the bravery and martial fpirit of the people af- 
forded fome confolation, but fhort and delufive like 
the reft : " war was approaching near our gates," 
and yet " was there a fpear or fhield to be feen 
" among forty thoufand in Ifraelr" Their prowcfs 
difplayed itfelf only in a perverfe and tumultuous 
oppofition to the meaTures framed by public wifdom, 
for their own immediate prefervation. We looked 
round to our ancient allies, expecting fome harveft 
where we had Ibwn fo plentifully ; but behold, " our 
** neighbours ftood afar off, our fiiends in whom we 
" trufted," and from whom our alTiilance had never 
C been 
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been with-held, " conrpiredfecretlyagainflrus." God 
feemed to have withdrawn his proteftioii from us, 
to have, purpofely as it were, caufed each of thofe 
refources, in which we were wont to confide, to fall 
and deceive us, in order to bring back our mifplaced 
reliance to its proper objeft. And now, kit this 
happier revcrfe of our condition fliould again un- 
fettle it, what can be more feafonable or ufeful, than 
to recall the humbling reflexions we then made, to 
reprefent to our minds the conjunflure which occa- 
fioned them, and to revive the conviflion we at that 
time ftrongly felt, of the wifdom of " not putting 
*' our truft in princes, or in any child of man," or 
in any earthly flrength whatever, " for there is no 
*' help in them ?" 

Again, As ferious humiliation is of ufe to hin- 
der our forgetting the Lord our God, not lefs fo is 
it to prevent our offending him, by thofe moral dlf- 
orders which fo commonly make up the train of 
vidtoiy and fuccefs. The very ai5t of deprecating 
the divine difpleafure muft naturally withdraw our 
thoughts from the dazzling fcenes of national tri- 
umph, and reprefent even the moft profperous ftate 
of war under no other form, than that of a chaftife- 
ment fcnt by the avenging hand of God, of which 
fuccefles are at befl: but temporary lenitives. In con- 
fequence of which, when we behold it attended with 
the confumption of public weaUh, the interruption 

of 
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of commerce, the accumulation of heavy and lading 
burdens, with die lofs of fo many uncounted lives, 
and the diftrefs of fo many innocent families, what 
rcafonable motive can even its triumphs afford us, 
for levity, cMipation, or vicious indulgence? What 
temptation to arrogance, when we are fo often 
brought by its viciffitudes to contemplate our own 
weaknefs, and forced to acknowledge that all our 
ftrength is from heaven alone ? What encourage- 
ment for felBHinefs even in the acquifitlons made by 
h, when both religion and experience fct forth to 
us, that poffefllons immoderately and indlicreetly 
heaped up, begin from that very moment, without 
any external violence, to crumble and feparate, and 
moulder away of themfelves ? 

Besides that, all the time hdblides laft, there 
muft be perpetual ground for apprehenfion and 
alarm, fuHicient to reffrain any relaxation of man- 
ners, into which we might otherwife be difpofed to 
nm. Our caule, though profperoufly canJed on, 
is not decided. Our adverlary, though often van- 
quiflied, is far from being fubdued. The advan- 
tages we have hitiierto gained, may be all leverfed, 
and will undoubtedly be fo, whenever God fliall turn 
away the light of his countenance. Now what more 
likely to provoke his difpleafure than the mifufe, or 
even the raillmprovement, of his mercies? What 
C 2 indeed* 
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indeed, in the ordinary courfe of things, is fo ca- 
pable of overturning our profperity ? And fuppofing 
this to happen, were " affliftion to come a iecond 
" time," how Uttle prepared would our minds be to 
fupport with fteadinels, or to fubmit with decency 
to fo humiliating a change ? 

O R however, ihoxdd fucccfs ftill continue, through 
his blefllng, to attend our arms ; fhould yet more 
decifive conquefts reduce the enemy to the accept- 
ance of equitable terms : yet the beft peace, how 
firmly foever it might fecure our civil rights, muft 
ftill be infidious to a people, not guarded by timely 
humiliation againft the returning inundation of vice, 
which eafe and plenty muft bring along with them. 
The danger, in this refpeiSl, is manifeftly the moft 
likely to fall on the fuccefsfui fide. Other nations, 
which have drank deeper q& this cup of the divine 
fury, moft probably have " learnt obedience by the 
" things which they have fufFered." Their attention 
to religious duties, enlivened by their diftrefles, may 
have been more earneft and more fincere. A fpirit 
of ferioufnefs and of piety may be excited amongft 
them, which would more than compenfate all the 
tranfient ravages of their country which have given 
birth to it. Other loffes indeed may be loon re- 
covered. The labours of the hulbandraan, however 
defolated, are eafdy retrievable; fenced cities laid 
into ruinous heaps, may in no long time be reftored ; 

broken 
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broken credit may revive : but the infeftion which 
has fixed itfelf on the morals of a people, is hardly 
ever to be corrected, till it has in a manner fpent 
itfelf in zGts of the moft diflblute intemperance and 
hardened viliany ; till it has dUToIved the union, and 
mutually alienated the affections of all orders and 
denominations of men ; tiU, in ftioit, it has led 
them through oppreffion and violence, through tur- 
bulence and anarchy, through diftreis and defola- 
tion, to the very point from whence they fet out, 
to the fame precife fituation in which their former 
amendment and fuccefles commenced. 

BoT thft profpe£l of a continued fucceffion of 
triumphs, and of the reftoration of public tran- 
quillity, is as yet an idea of the imagination only. 
God alone knows what events yet remain, and how 
long that defu'eable Hate may be with-held horn us. 
Mean while, to remind ourfelves of perfoiining our 
part towards obtaining both at his hands, let us 
confider, 

III. The tendency of thefe afts of religion to 
qualify us for, and thereby to procure, the continu- 
ance and increafc of the divine favour. 



One principal ufe of the facrifice ojF prayer now 
offered up to heaven, is that of pointing out to our 
minds the necefllty of confVant and perfevering fup- 
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plication to the Almighty, " that as he hath begun, 
" fo he would vouchfafe to finifli his good work 
" upon us." Nor need the kindneffes he hath al- 
ready fo plentifully heaped on us, be confidered, Hke 
thofe bellowed by earthly benefaiflors, as a difcharge 
to all future expedation : our experience hath taught 
us, on the contrary, that one favour received from 
Him was only a pledge of a fecond, of many, of 
, greater, of better that have followed. Still lefs (hould 
this abundance of his mercies be an inducement to us 
to grow remifs or negligent in applying for yet fur- 
tlicr accelTions of his bounty. Rather, fmce our caufe 
ilili lies before his tribunal ; fmce our advocates have 
pleaded fo manfully and nobly in our behalf; above 
all, fmce fo many clear intimations have been given, 
that the righteous arbiter of our conteft gracioufly 
allows of this our appeal, we have the ftrongeft rea- 
fon and the beft encouragement to prefent our un- 
ceafmg addrefles to his mercy-feat, for his decifive fen- 
tence and final determination in om' favour. Agree- 
able to this was the advice of the prophet to his coun- 
trymen in a like fituation of their affairs : " Ye that 
" mention the name of the Lord, keep not filence, 
" and give him no reft, until he eftablilh and till he 
" make Jerufalem a praife in the earth *." 

But then, we are not warranted to expeft the full 

completion of our wifhcs as an immediate confequence 

of our petitions alone, but only through his influence 

" Ifaiah kii. 6, 7. and 
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and bleffing on thofe virtues, which a conjuncture 
like the prefent pecuHarly direfls us to cultivate and 
to exert. Many of thefe are of a private and peribnal 
fort. And here anotherbranch of thisour humiliation, 
when impro\'ed to its intended ufe, may become the 
ground-work on which fome of the moft confiderable 
of tliefe may take their rife. If abftinence from vicious 
pleafures, and the temperate ufe even of fuch as are in- 
nocent, are effential to the preferving that cool and fe- 
date frame of mind, and that healthful \igour of body, 
which a ftate of war requires in all who are either to 
advife or to z6t in it, how obvioufly are we led by the 
voluntary felf-denial of this day, to carry thole fea- 
fonable duties into regular and lading habits r The 
fame circiomftance ought to"be confcientioufly regard- 
ed by every member of the community, as fuggefting 
to him an admonition, to revive domeftic frugality, 
to obferve a conftant fimplicity of life and manners, 
and to yield up his paflion for fuperfluous grati6ca- 
tions, as a generous facriiice to the prefent exigency 
and the future profperity of his country. Yet neither 
thefe nor any other virtue, how fuited foever to the 
fituation we are in, will be cultivated from a fenfe of 
their general utility, without an actuating principle 
of national aifeflion and public fpirit. And there- 
fore we muft obferve. 

Las t LY, That the manner in wliich thefe pious 
folemnities are conducted, in the general aflembly of 

fellow- 
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fellow-citizens, fuppliants at the fame altar, and 
fharers in one common intcrcft, tends directly to im- 
print on our minds the livelieft idea of our focial and 
civil connexions : and to excite in us a zeal for the 
genuine doctrines of our bleiTed Redeemer's gofpel, 
profeflcd by us as Proteftants ; love to our happy con- 
ftitution civil and ecclefiaftical ; reverence to authority 
fupreme or fubordinate, which never defervcd to be 
paid with greater chearfulnefs and gratitude ; cordial 
union amongft ourfelves ; fpirit of willing contribu- 
tion and vigorous co-operation towards the public 
fecurity and welfare. The bare mention of ihcfe in- 
valuable objects is enough, to warm the breafts of all 
who hear them named, and no enlargement on them 
can fufRciently exprefs their confequence. Therefore 
I fliall only fay, that as the prefervation of thefc mo- 
mentous interefts hath hitherto been chiefly owing to 
the unexampled alacrity and ardour Ihewn by all ranks 
and degrees of men in their fupport, fo mult their fu- 
ture fecurity, under God, depend upon the continued 
attention of all to the fame important duties. In a 
word. 



On our faithful obfervance of tliefe feveral obli- 
gations, of the religious, perfonal, and focial kind, 
we may reafonably expe^, that " our offerings will 
" be pleafant unto the Lord as in the days of old, 
" and as in the former years." The prefent expref- 
fions of our contrition and piety will afcend as an ac- 
ceptable incenfe to the throne of grace, and bring 

down 
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down from thenre the uninterrupted guidance of in- 
finite vhifdom to the coundls, and the aid of infinite 
power to the arms, of our Sovereign. 

So Ihall the evening of his days> now happily 
brightened up after the clouds of domeftic afflicUon 
and public difappointment, be brought in the end to 
clofe in pure and unallayed tranquillity : fo fliall we 
become a nation worthy of the bleflings of his reign, 
of the efteem of mankind, of the favour of the Al- 
mighty : (b fliall we " fee our Jerufalem in profpe- 
" rity all our life long," and be received at the con- 
clufion of it, eternal inhabitants of a " better coun- 
" try, of that city which hath foundations, whofe 
" builder and maker is God.". 



THE END. 



